Date Time: Inifials.
Far Office Use Only

‘% Local Historic Landmark/District Application

City of Peoria Historic Preservation Commission
PEORIA

Property Information:
{The property proposad for designation. For a district, give a location such as 800 block of NE Perry or give the
district a name. )

Address: _McClure Branch Library, 315 McClure Ave., Peoria, IL 61604

Appliﬁant: {The person/organization applying.)

Name: _Peoria Public | ibrary - Ms | eann Johnson_Director

Company/Neighborhood Association: _Peoria Public Library

Address: 107 N. E. Monroe
City: _Peoria State: _|L ZIP: _61602-1070

Daytime Phone: (__309 )_497-2000 Email: _leannjohnson@ppl.peoria.lib.il.us
Applicant Signature: ’__&&m%@,_q_m Date: & - a\d - ;_J;.;4

Additional Required Information:

* Include a map that identifies the boundaries of the property proposed for designation.
* Include labeled, color pictures of each of the properties proposed for designation.
* |f you desire to prepare the application on a computer or typewriter, sheets may be

attached, but please use the following pages as an outline and indicate all data in the order
it is requested on the following pages to maintain consistency. All information is required.

LANDMARKS
For the property to be designated complete the following pages:
DISTRICTS

For each individual property to be designated complete the following pages. Make copies if
necessary:

Also provide on a separate sheet and narrative that describes the distinguishing characteristics
of the proposed district and setting forth reasons in support of designation. Specifically, it is
helpful to the petition to indicate how the area is significant in terms of local or national
development methods and trends, local or national individuals/residents, or architectural styles.

The narrative must show how the proposed district meets one or more of the designation
criteria (Section 16-38 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance).
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Individual Property Information: (The individual property(ies) proposed for designation.)

Address: __McClure Branch Library, 315 W. McClure Ave., Peoria, ILZip Code _ 61604
Tax ID Number: 14 - 33 - 179-

e L e

Owner: (Skip this section if the applicant and owner information is the same)

Name: See Applicant Information

Company/Neighborhood Association:

Address:

City: State: ZIP:

Daytime Phone: ( )} Email:

Owner Signature: Date:

Does the owner consent to designation? (circie one)  (yes) (no)

How was the owner contacted? __Owner is Applicant

Legal description of the property to be designated:

Virginia Place NW 1/4 SEC 33-9-8E S 127" Lots 6-7-8 BLK 5 Latitude 40.717981
Longitude-89.598199

Physical & Historical Characteristics:

Provide a statement describing the distinguishing characteristics of the property and setting
forth reasons in support of designation. The written statement must show how the
proposed designation meets one or more of the designation criteria (Section 16-38 of the
Historic Preservation Ordinance) and address the following items. Contributing structures
do not need to individually meet one or more criteria. However, they collectively may satisfy
one or more of the criteria.

Kindly see attached PowerPoint document which includes detailed written statements

as to why the McClure Branch Library meets criteria 1, 4, 6, 8, and 10 of Section 16-38

of the Historic Preservation Ordinance of the City of Peoria. This PowerPoint also

includes other supplemental supporting information.

2of5 Revised 11-13-12



Current Use of the Property: (circie one) (single family) (multiple family) (commercial) (office)
(industrial) other __{ jhrary

Current Occupancy Status: (cirde one) (vacant) {occupied)

Current Property Physical Condition: (circie one)  (excellent) (good) (fair) (deteriorated) (ruins)
(unexposed / original details covered)

Has the property been significantly altered? (cicie one) (yes) (no) If yes, please explain

Is this the original site of the structure? (circle one) (yes) (no) If no, please explain

Period of construction or significance? (circle as many as appiies) (18™ Century) (19" Century)
(20" Century) Specific known date? _ 1937
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APPLICATION FOR HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION IS FOR
Virginia Place NW 1/4 SEC 33-9-8E S 127" LOTS 6-7-8 BLK 5§
Latitude 40.717981 Longitude -89.598199, AS OUTLINED IN RED

General Notes

ENGINEERS

1 UTILITIES AND EXISTING INFORMATION SHOWN WERE LOCATED FROM A

UTILITIES, AND

GBSERVATION. EXCAVATION CONTRAGTOR 18 TO CALL S 011 (11500.052.0129) T0

FIELD VERIFY LOCATIONS OF UTILTIES AND ALL OTHER EXISTING INFORMATION
RIOR TO ANY CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES

2. THIS CONSTRUCTION SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING
SPECIFICATIONS:

A. "STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR ROAD AND BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION',
CURRENT EDITION, BY THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.

B. "SUPPLEMENTAL
CORRENT YEAR EDITION, 5 TLE ILLINOS GEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

3. JOINTS IN SIDEWALK SHALL BE TOOLED AT §' MAX. INTERVALS, UNLESS INDICATED
OTHERWISE.

4. P.C. CONCRETE PAVEMENT FOR SIDEWALKS SHALL BE CLASS SI AND CLASS PV,
Y. IN WITH THE IDOT

5. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESFONSIBLE FOR PROTECTING ALL SURROUNDING
PROPERTY AND IMPROVEMENTS FRO! DAMAGE DUE TO ANY CONSTRUCTION
QPERATIONS, CONTRACTOR SHALL BULLY HEPAR ANY SUCH DAMAGE THAT DOES
0 THE FRESENT STATE AT THE TIME OF CONSTRUCTION. INSTALLATION
E CONSTRUCTION FENCE MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE OWNER AT NO
ROOIIONAL GOST T0-THE OWNER

6. ALL AREAS DISTURBED BY CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY MUST BE SEEDED, SODDED,
BLANKETED OR OTHERWISE PROTECTED WITHIN 14 DAYS OF FINALDISTURBANCE.

7. SHOULD PROJECT SCHEBULING PROHIBIT THE ABLITY TO SEED DISTURGED EARTH
UPON COMPLETION OF GRADING, CONTRACTOR SHALL EMPLOY ALTER!
SOURCE CONTROLS 1 ADDITION 0 THOSE ONCTLlS PLAN, NGIOENTAL T0 THE

8 PREP AND PAINT ALL EXTERIOR RAILINGS PER SPECIFICATIONS.

[*] Keynotes

Site Plan

1 4°P.C.CONCRETE SLAB,
BIKE RACKS. BASIS OF DESIGN: CYCLE SENTRY SERIES, MODEL BRHS-101
'SURFACE MOUNTED, BLACK POWDER COATED, AS MANUFACTURED BY SECURE
SITE DESIGNLLC,

3 REMOVE EXISTING BIKE RACK.

4 PROVIDE GUTTER GUARDS, TYP. BASIS-OF-DESIGN: PROVIDE "GUTTER HELMET" OR
COMPARABLE PRODUCT.

5 REMOVE EXISITNG RAIL EXTENSIONS. REPLACE WITH NEW EXTENSIONS PER
DETALL

6 42" GUARDRAIL - REMOVE AND REPLACE. SIMILAR TO FRONT RAILING DESIGN.

7 REVOVE EXISTING HANDRAL, REPLAGE WITH NEW, SIMILAR TO FRONT RAILINGS
AND ADJACENT GUARDRAI

& CONTRAGTOR 10 NSTALL ATERPROOEING HEVERANE SYSTEN. DRANTILE AND

{ALL BE INCLUDED WITH CONNECTION TO BUILDING'S

CTORMATER, TWO NEW FIBERBLASS Vi NDOW WELLS SHALL BE FURNISHED AND
INSTALLED, COLOR TO BE DETERMINED.

= — = — —— — — SITE CONSTRAINT AREA - ALL CONTRACTOR ACTIVITY SHALL
BE CONTAINED TO THE AREA INDICATED ON THE DRAWINGS.

Scale: 1/8'
T
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Peoria Public Library

McClure Branch
Renovation

315 W. McClure Ave.
Peoria, IL 61604

Date 07-25-11
Design/Drawn: DRD
Reviewed EJB

Book No.: -

SITE PLAN
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Project No.: 0100546.01
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315 W. McClure Avenue, Peoria, IL 61604




McClure Branch Peoria Public Library @I
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Virginia Place NW % SEC 33-9-8E S 127’ LOTS 6-7-8 BLK 5
Latitude 40.717981 Longitude -89.598199




Location Map §I
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Huebinger’s 1920 Atlas of the City of Peoria, lllinois
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Applicable Designation Criteria ‘,@I

Public
Library

Section 16-38(a) Peoria Historic Preservation Ordinance

Its character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the city, the county, the state or the United States of America
deems it historically significant.

Its location as a site of significant local, county, state or national event.

Its identification with a person who significantly contributed to the
development of the city, the state or the nation.

Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style
valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of
indigenous materials.

Its identification as the work of a master building designer, architect or
landscape architect whose individual work has influenced the development of
the city, the state or the nation.




Applicable Designation Criteria ‘,@I

Public
Library

Section 16-38(a) Peoria Historic Preservation Ordinance

6.

Its embodiment of elements of design, detailing, or
craftsmanship that render it architecturally significant.

Its embodiment of design elements that make it structurally or
architecturally innovative.

Its unique location or singular physical characteristics that
make it an established or familiar visual feature.

Its character as a particularly fine or unique example of a
utilitarian structure with a high level of integrity or architectural
significance.

. The owner(s) consent.



Criterion 1 Irgu

Public
| Library

Its character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the city, the county, the state or the United States of America
deems it historically significant.




Criterion 1 @I
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Public
Library

Original East Bluff Branch Quarters Intersection of Knoxville and McClure

In 1926, East Bluff Branch opens in rented space at intersection of Knoxville and McClure
Avenues. After almost a decade in a rapidly growing area of city, the Board recognizes

limited parking opportunities on Knoxville and subsequent danger to patrons, especially
children who must cross the busy intersection.
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School Board Generosity as East Bluff Expands

Vital need of a new library discussed at
May-June 1935 Board meetings

Special Board meeting, August 21, 1935,
Librarian Earl W. Browning receives authority
to apply for WPA funds for two branch
library buildings, one in East Bluff, one in
Averyville

Peoria Board of School Inspectors (precursor
to Board of Education) donates an excellent
section of Columbia School property fronting
McClure to furnish a permanent home for
the East Bluff Branch




Criterion 1

Board Minutes Chronology of New East Bluff Branch Building
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Criterion 1

Board at Opening Night Celebration ¢ January 29, 1937
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Criterion 1

The McClure Branch is a gem of an example of both the Garden City
Movement and the City Beautiful Movement. The Garden City
Movement sprang to life with the publication of Sir Ebenezer
Howard’s Garden Cities of Tomorrow in 1898, in the United
Kingdom. This utopian planning model for new cities and towns
emphasized order and symmetry, quietly placing all new man-made
developments into lush and expansive natural surroundings.
Architecture within these garden cities drew heavily from Neo-
classical and Beaux-Arts traditions, where buildings were dignified,
discreet, and softly harmonious with nature. Early in the twentieth
century, the Garden City Movement crossed the Atlantic Ocean and

took root in the American Midwest as the City Beautiful Movement.

The McClure Branch Library, nestled into the southwest corner of a
public park by the waters of Dry Run Creek, is a quintessential civic
edifice of that City Beautiful Movement. When it was built in the
mid-1930s, it was on the edge of Peoria, surrounded by new
residential developments that were marked by boulevards and
other town planning embellishments of this movement.

K

Pcoria
Public
Library




Criterion 4 @l
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Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for
the study of a period, type, method of construction or use of indigenous materials.




Criterion 4 @l
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Architectural Facts

* This pre-1940, Depression-era historic East Bluff
neighborhood anchor was designed by architect Hamilton B.
Dox (who also did a remodel of the Business Room of the old
Main Library) to contain two reading rooms with fireplaces,
a reference room, circulating space, an office on the first
floor, and a basement comprised of a staff room, locker
room, private toilets, workroom, and lecture and assembly
hall. By the end of 1937, a children’s room was also placed in
the basement.

Werner Construction Company, 1610 S. Washington Street in
Peoria, lllinois, had the low bid at $19,900 and was awarded
the contract in August 1936.

Hamilton B. Dox was born on March 22, 1885, and was both a prominent Peoria architect and a
contributor to Peoria Civic Society. He was active in the Professional Architects Organization
and served on the Board of Directors of Buehler Home for 35 years. His prominent local
designs included Buehler Home, Academy of Our Lady, Guardian Angel Orphanage, renovations
at the St. James Hospital, Pontiac, lllinois, and the Catholic Diocesan retreat named King’s
House, Henry, lllinois, which was later renamed Nazareth House. Hamilton B. Dox died on
October 13, 1970 and is buried in Saint Mary’s Cemetery in Peoria, lllinois.




Criterion 4 @I

Pcoria
Public
Library

Architectural Style

 The McClure Branch Library is entirely symmetrical and
well-ordered, in both plan view and exterior elevation. A
mid-level central entryway perfectly divides the structure
into adult fiction and non-fiction (on the first floor) and
youth and community services (on the basement floor).
That same central entryway is flanked by Doric-style
limestone pilasters that support a classical Greek
pediment overhead (also in limestone). The prominent
fenestration that serves the first floor, on three of the
four facades, is characterized by large, vertical units, all
topped by half-round windows. These and all other
windows throughout the library are divided into very
modest, human-scaled panes, representing a clear nod to
the English branch of neoclassical architecture.

Apart from these elements, the remainder of the McClure Branch Library’s architecture is
noteworthy for its simplicity and modesty, which is evidence of the era of the Great American
Depression within which it was built. The vast majority of the entire fagade is sheathed in a
traditional variegated red brick, with a single horizontal band of limestone separating the first
floor from the basement. That same limestone material is repeated along the top edges of each
of the gable ends of the library, with decorative finials at each peak.




Criterion 4 @l

Peoria
Public
Library

Design Inspiration

The McClure Branch library building followed the design of the Newfield Branch Library
in Bridgeport, Connecticut by renowned architect Leonard Asheim.
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Criterion 4 @I
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Urban Setting

The McClure Branch Library,

nestled into the southwest

corner of a public park by the

waters of Dry Run Creek, is a

quintessential civic edifice of

the City Beautiful Movement.

When it was built in the early

1930s, it was on the edge of

Peoria, surrounded by new

residential developments that a3 ‘ |
were marked by boulevards B T L el
and other town planning ' L - ‘
embellishments of this

movement.
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Its embodiment of elements of design, detailing, or craftsmanship that render it
architecturally significant.

As described previously for Criteria 1 &
4, the McClure Branch Library embodies
a wide variety of elements of design,
detailing, and craftsmanship that render

it architecturally significant. Its
neighborhood context makes it a gem of
an example of both the Garden City
Movement and the City Beautiful
Movement. And, its architecture
illustrates the best of the neo-classical
and beaux-arts traditions, with a
dignified, discreet, and harmonious
connection to nature.




Criterion 8

K

Pcoria
Public
Library

Its unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an established or

familiar visual feature.

Also as described previously for Criterion 1,
the McClure Branch Library is a well-
established and visually prominent landmark
for the entire mid-section of the Greater
Peoria community that it serves. It began its
life as a library serving the East Bluff, which
later expanded to include the central Bluff
portion of the City. Today, many library
patrons living closer to other branches still
return to McClure because of its prominence
as a historic Peoria landmark.




Criterion 10 :-@—H
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Owner(s) consent




Criterion 10

Owner(s) consent

The Peoria Public Library Board of
Trustees voted unanimously to
submit this application to designate
the McClure Branch Library as a
local historic landmark and
respectfully asks the Historic
Preservation Commission to
recommend the same.
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McClure Branch is identified through its name and
location with Colonel John Dickson McClure, born
in Pennsylvania on November 4, 1835, and died
on March 2, 1911.

He came to Peoria in 1849 as a 14-year old and
completed his education in Galesburg, Illinois.
Throughout a lifetime of distinguished

contribution, he became known as one of the
pioneer settlers and leading citizens of Peoria
County.




: )
Supplemental Support Information QI

Book of Records TF 436
Recorder of Deeds, Peoria County

McClure acquired twenty acres of
land close to Jackson’s Corners (now
Knoxville and McClure Avenues) on
December 10, 1889.

It was platted out (made a
subdivision) by McClure in 1891, and
he retained ownership until 1899.

The road running along the south line
of his property became McClure
Avenue.




Supplemental Support Information @I
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McClure Burial Site

Colonel McClure’s death occurred in the
autumn of his life after many years as a
prominent and successful citizen of
Peoria.

He was buried in the McClure family plot

in Springdale Cemetery, a locally
designated landmark with National
Register of Historic Places distinction.

Tombstone for Colonel John Dickson
McClure, 1835-1911, in Springdale
Cemetery, Peoria, lllinois.




Supplemental Support Information ,@l
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CILF Marker

Central lllinois Landmarks Foundation recognized the McClure
Branch through its marker program in 2012. The distinctive
blue CILF oval marker was installed to the left side of the front
entrance. Central lllinois Landmarks Foundation (CILF) is a
community non-profit organization dedicated to historic
preservation. Specifically, CILF helps identify, protect, and
enhance buildings, structures and places of historic and
cultural significance. To be granted a CILF marker, a property
needs to meet one or more of the following criteria:

Pre-1865
An outstanding example of an architectural style

Association with an individual or event of local, state or
national significance

At least 50 years old and an outstanding example of an
architectural style




Supplemental Support Information @I
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Application meets Section 16-38(b)

Any structure, property or area that meets one or more of the above criteria shall
also be suitable for preservation or restoration and have sufficient integrity of

location, design, materials, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or
restoration.
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Application meets Section 16-38(b)

The exterior and interior of this building are both in excellent condition and worthy
of preservation.

The building sits on the original site. It has been well maintained and not
significantly altered.

In 2012, as part of a comprehensive improvement program for all Peoria Public

Library facilities, the McClure Branch Library was further preserved and restored for
the long-term future.
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References and Sources

Local History & Genealogy Department, Peoria Public Library

Recorder of Deeds Office, Peoria County Courthouse

Bridgeport History Center, Bridgeport Public Library
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